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Silver Lake Master Plan Update

by Spencer SooHoo

The last update Silver Lake Reservoir Master
Plan, contained details of a February 5", 1998 commu-
nity meeting where Mr. S, David Freeman, the Generd
Manager for the DWP announced his strong support for
the effort. This was echoed by Council Presdent John
Ferraro, Council Member Jackie Goldberg, and Tom
LaBonge from Mayor Riordan’s office.

At the time, 5 firms had been invited to submit
proposas to the Master Plan sdection committee. The
proposals were distributed to a selection committee was
composed of representatives from the DWP, dected
officids (Council Presdent Ferraro, Councilmember
Goldberg, and Mayor Riordan), the Siver Lake commu-
nity (Slver Lake Resdents Association and Committee
to Save Slver Lake's Reservoirs), and professiona
architects. Not everyone on the committee was present
at the fina sdlection mesting, but the DWP and Silver
Lake community were well represented and judged the
team assembled by Mia Lehrer and Associatesto be best
suited for this project.

Mia Lehrer and Associates is alandscape archi-
tecture firm locate in Los Angdes and has been involved
in anumber of private and public projects. Two of their
projects that are in our own “backyard” are the renova-
tion of the higoric landmark Union Station and the
Barnsdal Park Master Plan.

At Union Station, the firm is providing landscape
planning aswell asworking with Catdlus Devel opment to
come up with design concepts that incorporate the his-
toric qudlities of the station while accommodating current
and projected uses. If you get a chance, vist the
courtyard behind Traxx, the restaurant at Union Station,

inside...

to see an example of this.

Mia Lehrer and Associates were dso involved
with developing a magter plan for Barnsddl Park. The
scope of their work included the development of design
concepts for the renovation of the park, defining the
construction work needed to redize the design concepts,
identifying funding sources, coordinating with neighboring
land owners, and securing gpprova from local agencies.

The team assembled by Mia Lehrer and Associ-
ates includes architects, landscape architects, hydrologic,
water qudity, and water digtribution engineers, urban
planning (including recreation madter planning, land use
planning, and citizen participation), and traffic engineers.

Work on the Magter Plan will not formaly start
for 2-3 months snce the final contract needs to be
signed, but the DWP and Silver Lake representatives
have begun informa mestings with the Mia Lehrer team
to introduce them to both the DWP and community
concerns.  Look for upcoming announcements about
community meetings on the Magter Flan. We are findly
on our way !!

Low Water Level in Silver Lake Reservoir

Many of you may have noticed that during July, the water
level in the Silver Lake Resarvoir was unusudly low.  The
DWP drew down the reservoir to test some new water
leve recording devices in the outlet tower. They would
have refilled it fagter, but the unexpected hot weather
prevented them from doing s0. The water level is dowly
risng to normd.

Development updates, Recreation Center Update, GSL 2000 Kickoff, Block Party Plans & more!




These results of an informal survey were compiled by Maryann Kuk from
comments collected in September, 1997 at the SLRA block party. Below are some 4
quotes from the residents of Slver Lake who were asked to complete the following: =

"What | really love about Silver Lakeis:
"Thefeding of atrue neighborhood"
"Summer Nightsin Silver Lake. The improved park and the services on Silver Lake Blvd. that give asmdl town fed™
"The accepting people; great views & architecture; socia consciousness, dogs,; friendliness; topography”
"the shapedly joggers'
"All the friendly peopl€"
"The flavor of an organic community that has evolved over time, with a mix of different types of resdents, styles of
architecture and lifestylesaswell. It’'s an anti-suburb”
“Friendly neighbors, eclectic people, pretty stregts’
"Smdl town feding"
"Good people of specid credtive tdents'
"couldn't think of anyplace better--West Sde? No way"
"The energetic mix of people’
"Old dtreet lights?
"The dog park"
"I never run out of beautiful walks, up & down hills, down 'secret’ stairways, passing beautiful, interesting houses'
"All the neat homes'
"dl the trees’
"The LAKE, with dl the angds dancing on it in the moonlight" "grest neighbors!”
"everyone is so0o friendly and respectful of other people in the neighborhood"
"the hillsde, Mediterranean ambience”
"recreation center sports programs and ared sense of community™" Friendly walkers & joggers'
"The sound of the ducks a night"
"It isared, old-fashioned neighborhood...egt your heart out West LA"
"the stairs--beautiful steps between beautiful landscapes’ M
"the quiet now with leafblowers banned" ‘} ,.:f i

"the new rec center, yesh!"

and, " What |'d change about Silver Lake (or your pet peeves)" .
"Graffiti, abandoned furniture, trash, pole sgns’

"dow the traffic with speed bumps everywhere'

"1 hate people leaving out their trash cans and dog owners not picking up their dog's poop”
"the danger of traffic gpeeding with dl the walkers around the reservoir”

"barking dogs'

"get rid of the derdlict cars parked endlessy”

"irrespongible dog owners who let their dogs trample the gardens’

"incongderate drivers who honk around blind curves ingtead of just dowing down"

"I'd get the owner of the derdlict project on Riverside Dr. to clean up his mess’

"I'd like to limit parking to one Sde of the narrow dtreets’ .
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Walgreens Update
by Bill Wilbur

On April 15, 1998, a Zoning Administrator
gpproved a conditiond use permit to alow the construc-
tion of a drive-through Walgreens Pharmacy a the corner
of Slver Lake and Glendae Boulevards. The conditiona
use permit was granted subject to several conditions.
Once condition was that the hours of operation for the
pharmacy be limited to the hours of 6 am. to 11 pm, seven
daysaweek. Another condition wasthat there be no pole
sign, nor other types of signs or banners on the property.
A monument sign located in the landscaped setback is
permitted. Additiona conditions requiring securing the
parking lot when the business is closed to prevent vehicle
access to the lot. There are dso provisons to limit noise
emanaing from the Ste, and requiring shidded lighting.
Importantly, there is a condition requiring landscaping that
is comparable to the landscaping at the nearby Glendde
Federa Bank.

It appears that Walgreens intends to proceed with
its plan to build the pharmacy. The architecture of the
building is unremarkable. Plans indicate a 1900 square
foot rectangular building with a doping roof. Two Sdes
(east and west) contain drive through porticos for drop-off
and pick-up of prescriptions. The front entrance will face
Siver LakeBlvd.

Many community members were hoping for an
innovative and attractive use for this Ste. The current
proposd is farly sandard commercid fare. However,
conditions placed on the development will soften the
intrusveness of the project. Thetype of busnesswill bea
less intensive use of the property than other proposals
(e.g., afast food restaurant). Congtruction of the Wa-
greens Pharmacy is dated to start in the near future and
will take about four months to complete.

Report on June, 1998
Community Cleanup

On June 27th, the SLRA and SLIA held a
joint cleanup. It was a beautiful Saturday morning,
and it was not too warm as teams of volunteers
worked on Sunset and Michdtorena, Silver Lake
Blvd. under the Sunset Bridge and under the 101
freeway bridge and around the Silver Lake and Ivar+
hoe Reservoirs. To those neighbors who stopped to
express thanks and encouragement, thank you, but
next time, join us!! We dl need to work together to
keep our community clean.

At noon, the volunteers were treated to a
picnic at Delmonte Park. Food was provided by the
Back Door Bakery (Silver Lake Blvd. near Effie), the
7-11 at the intersection of Effie and Silver Lake Blvd.,,
and Domino’'s Pizza on Sunset Blvd. near Golden
Gate). Please let these merchants know that you
gppreciate the support they give our community.
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q.‘f SLRA Will Sponsor Block Party ::
cwps
'57,‘\,3 After everyone who attended last year’ s<144
‘” event concurred that it should be held each year, : S &
% the SLRA is beginning to organize its second < w
P wblod< paty. Thisyear’sold fashioned fun will be
:v; held in September (12, 19, or 26th) and will "v;
,< probably take place in the Armsirong- RokebyV,<
q;< area north of lvanhoe Reservoir. SLRA WI||
<. w keep your informed, but plan now to come end 4
< -z help celebrate our specia community spirit. Mest 2% R
v‘ more of your great neighbors and find out what is ; v\;
v< happening in the neighborhood. Reprmatlv&"ﬂ
9 44 % of the LAPD, LAFD, CERT and Protection One 3 I
Bwnl be present for you to get to know and ask‘,.<
< % questl onsof. <« %
)‘ Bring adish or food item to share with at"';
:; least 10 people (with a serving utensl) and thlngsjv<
sy« to Barbecue (charcoa grills provided). Be surev,E
;V to mark your bowls and utensils with your name. ¥ v
= \zPIata, cups, and utensils will be provided. Hot B
Dogs, Hamburgers, chicken and sodas will be

v‘ available for purchase :;
vv‘q Vv‘q
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Glendale Corridor Project
by Todd Wexman

Approximatey one and one haf years ago a
committee was established to determine how to spend
goproximately $3.2 million dlocated by the State for
improvements of the Glendae Corridor. The money was
secured by aprior sudy which identified and assessed the
impact of the termination of the Glendae Freeway (2) at
Glendde Boulevard. An additiond sum of $12 million
was dlocated in the recent federa ICETEA legidation,
thus the committee now has gpproximately $15 million of
avalable funds.

The origind dlocation of funds was granted to
ded with the problems caused by the termination of the
Glendde (2) freeway. Thisincreased traffic tremendoudy
on Glendde Boulevard as well as many other neighbor-
hood dreets. These include many in the Siver Lake
digrict including Hetcher, East Silver Lake Drive, and
others.

The committee was given the directive to identify,
sudy and implement a plan to improve traffic flow and the
esthetics of the effected areas. Members of the committee
include citizen representatives from Jackie Goldberg' s and
Michael Hernandez sdidtricts. There are dso representa
tives from the Metropolitan Trandt Authority, the Los
Angeles Department of Trangportation, and from council
digtrict offices.

A number of proposas have been suggested to
improve the corridor and surrounding communities but the
committee is till studying options and has not made any
recommendations. Some of the funds can be spent on
efforts to dow and reduce traffic which is cutting through
neighborhoods.  In addition, the committee anticipates
gpending additiona sums on streetscape improvements
such as bus shelters, street lamps, murals, trees etc.

If you have ideas or suggestions on improvements
which the committee should consider please forward them
to Todd Wexman c/o Conrado Terrazas Councilmember
Jackie Goldberg 3535 Sunset Boulevard, LA CA
90026.

Red Cars Resurrected?
by Todd Wexman

A concept is being promoted to reintroduce Red
Car sarvice to downtown and surrounding aress. The
concept was presented at arecent Silver Lake Resident’s
Asociaion meeting. The plan could include aline which
originated at the origind subway termind building in
downtown Los Angeles and extend down Glendale
Boulevard, down Fletcher to San Fernando Boulevard
and beyond.

The Red Car would be reintroduced as a historic
trolley which would link various downtown and down-
town adjacent destinations. The system would be atourist
atraction of historical sgnificance which would aso pro-
vide an additiond means of transportation much like the
cable cars do in San Francisco.

The Red Car could link a number of downtown
area atractions via an atractive interesting and fun circu-
lation system. Degtinations include: The Expodtion Park/
USC complex, Convention Center, Hotel Row, Staples
Arena, Dodger Stadium, the Music Center/Disney Hall/
MOCA area, the new Cathedrd, the Historic Core, Civic
Center, Chinatown, Little Tokyo, Fashion Digrict, Toy
Didrict, Jewery Didrict and more. While somewhat
further removed, the Red Car could dso serve the Gene
Autry Museum and the Zoo. In addition, it could link
other trangportation systems including Angd'’s Hight, the
Red Line, Metro Link and the Blue Line.

The concept has been presented to a number of
political, neighborhood and business interests and has met
with consderable support. A number of effected council
member’s offices have expressed enthusiagtic interest in
the concept.

The reintroduction of the Red Car, which origi-
nally was one of the best public transportation sysemsin
the world, is a conceptud idea at this point. At thistimea
committee is being formed and funding sources are being
researched. This could be an opportunity for Los Angeles
to bring back a very ggnificant piece of its history as an
attractive and interesting dternate means of trangportation.
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| mportant Community Phone Numbers

(excerpted fromthe Slver Lake Chamber of Commerce Directory, 1998-1999)
Government
Silver Lake Chamber of COmMMENCE..........cceevvveriinireseee e 665-1281
4th Council District — John FEMaro..........ccoovveerinincirenseeceseseeeee 485-3337
13th Council District — Jackie Goldberg...........ccoovervvriinrierrereescee 913-4693
Mayor’s Office (AlmaLujan-Castro)...........ccvriiiiriiiniincsnee, 847-3626
Assemblyman Antonio Villaraigosa.........cccceeeeveeveeceeceeceeseeceeeeee 483-2730
State Senator Richard POIANCO .........cooeeieiieiinneesee s 620-2529
Congressman Xavier BECAITA ........ccovcvieiieiecece et 483-1425
Health Department ..........ccocoveiiieneseseeses e 351-5110
Dept. of Water and POWES ..........oov it 485-4211
Crime
Northeast Rampart Police OULPOSL............cccrereriiieninieeneseeeseese s 485-1117
POlICE NON-EMENGENCY ...t 625-3311
Spanish Language LiNe...........cccveiniinierccese e o 485-4333
Asian Language LINe.........ccooiviiiiiiii s 893-8100
Central Traffic Complaint..........ccoovieirir e 485-2799
Child Abuse HOtlINE............coeviieceeece e 800)530-4000
Gang-related/NarcoticS HOtHNE..........oocoeiineiecceeecesees 800)662-2878
Rampart Senior Lead Officer McCCrangy..........ccoccvvciciinccicccc, 485-5950
Rampart Community REIGLiONS............ccocoieiie i 485-4080
Rampart Desk.................... e s 485-9105
Northeast Senior Lead Officer PolehonkKi...........cccovvviviciiininiece e, 485-4079
Northeast Community REIGLONS............coeveiieeieecee e, 485-2548
NOIHEESt DESK......c.eoceeeeecece e 485-2563
Cleanup _
Trash Pick-up/Bulky 1tem PICK-UP........cccoeerieiireeere e g800}773-2489
Oil Pick-up........cccue.... ettt earree e e ettt aEe e e e e e et e ere et e renrenreeneenes 800)988-6942
Street Cleaning, Tree Trimming (hazard),
lot filled with Junk, POt NOIES ........ceeeeee s 485-5661
Street Lighting REPAIT........cccovveeeieeeseee e (800)303-5267
NOISE ENTOIrCEMENL......ooeeiee e e 893-8120
Citizen Complaints
BUilding and SEfELY........ccoiiiiirieireee e s 368-7562
Dept. OF TranSPOrtatiON .........cccoeieiiiieeiiiesee e 580-1182
Parking ENfOrCEMENT .........ooieieeeeecee et s e 485-3117
ADANAONEA CaS ..o (800)222-6366
Animals _ _
Loose/Stray Animals, Barking DOQS ........ccccoveeeieecee e 485-5765
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Gateway to Silver Lake 2000
by Harry Otto

Please be sure to mark your calendars for Sunday, October 4; Gateway to Silver Lake 2000 is planning
akickoff party. If you haven't heard, the Gateway to Silver Lake 2000 project, or GSL 2000 aswe lovingly cdl it,
isaplan to rehabilitate the landscaping and add art work to the long-neglected and abused intersection of the Holly-
wood Freeway and Siver Lake boulevard from London S. to the north and Temple S. to the south. This being one
of severd entrances or “gateways’ into our Silver Lake community. The location for the “event” will be the Glendde
Federd Savings Bank parking lot and adjacent meeting room. Displays will will include drawings and paintings of the
proposed landscaping and art work to be ingtalled. Further details are in the works as you read this. If you want
more information or would like to make a$ donation or help with the event, you can cdl the GSL-2000 Hotline at
(323)228-9590.

Areyour Membership DuesCurrent?

Since 1995, we have been printing the year and month you last paid dues on the mailing labd. Not long ago,
someone suggested that we should instead print when dues are due on the mailing label. Not abad ideal So, we are
in the middle of converting our database records to include the year and month your dues are due.

For now, however, you should see a4-digit number in the upper right hand corner of your mailing labd. The first
two digits show the year and the other two digits show the month youlast paid dues. For example, 9501 indicates that
you last paid duesin Jan. of 1995, and 9406 would stand for June of 1994. If you see no number, it means you have
never paid dues, and could be dropped from the mailing list. If it has been 12 months or more sSince you last paid, you
will find a return envelope with this newdetter. Please send arenewa of $15.00 per household. If $15.00 represents
too great a hardship, please contact the SLRA Hotline at (323)661-6465 and we will be happy to discuss your
membership with you. If you believe your date isincorrect, please cdl the hotline.

We will continue to send out renewa notices to those who haven't paid in more than 12 months, but we're doing
everything we can to minimize the number of dues-reated mailings and reserve our funds for more important projects.
Thanks for your cooperation!

SLRA Requests Fax Numbers

and Email Addresses
by Maryann Kuk

The SLRA hasthe ahility to (nearly automaticaly) send out afax to those of you with dedicated fax lines. If
you would like your fax number added to this growing (currently 88) list to receive announcements with short notice,
or important community news, please phone the SL RA Hotline (661-6465) with your fax number. Email addresses
are equaly useful for digtributing important news about community issues and events. If you have an email address,
and would like to receive information via this means, please et us know.
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Silver Lake Park Improvements Near Completion S RA NEWSLETTER
by Jan SooHoo
Published 3 times a year by the Slver

Everyone who has built or remodeled a house knows that no maiter j Lake Residents Association PO Box
how carefully you plan, or how consarvative the contractor isin their etimates 39587 LosAngeles, CA 90039.
: Yy ) pan, _ _ SLRA HOTLINE (213)661-6465.
for scheduling milestones and a completion date, there will aways be one or

more things that come up to delay the project. In a recent conversation with §  All Officersand Board members of the

Relph Lew, DWP's manager for the Silver Lake Park Community Center SLRA serve as volunteers.
project, El Nino'srainswere cited as the most sgnificant delay factor. Many of Officers
us felt the same sense of frudtration as weeks went by without any forward [ president Spencer SooHoo
progress in the grading and excavation during the worst of the El Nino storms. \T"r‘;‘:l; fg‘ dent Ca‘?:rr 'r”eJ gﬂc‘l’(ﬁf
The site was transformed into agiant mud puddle, and dl the heavy equipment [ recording Secretary Sarf'dra Gold
turned into satues. But, the weeks lost seem like a drop in the bucket in the || Corresponding Secretary Jan SooHoo
grand scheme of things — after all, this project has been in the works in one Committee and Project Chairs
form or another for about 10 years now. i Joe O’ Donnell
Bill Wilbur
. dd
El Nino's deluge has ended, and as most of you have observed, the [ viembership Outreach T,\(;ary\gf:ﬁ;
congruction of Siver Lake's new Community Center building has been moving | DWP/CPOR Mediation Maryann Kuk
along a a much faster pace. There have been relatively few other problems J on o1ho e oy Lovone
aong the way, and those have been fairly minor. Once the building's exterior Jan SooHoo
PP ; ; TF Beautification Hal Jones
Worl_< isfinished, _the new playgr(_)und aes will b(?_l nstal led. _Soon the f_amma Disaster Preparedness Harry Otto
of Slver Lake will be able to enjoy fird dass fadilities in their own neighbor- Gail Crosby
hood. According to Ralph Lew, the estimate for completion is now the end of | Hospitality Cather?:;' J;O;bg
October — perhapsin time for the Halloween Carnival. Newsletter Editor Jan SooyHoo

It is amost a certainty that there will be a grand opening celebration
and the SLRA and Councilmember Goldberg' s and Ferraro’ s offices will make
sure the community, who gave this project their overwheming support and SLRAHOTLINE
participated in the design, is kept informed. (323)661-6465
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%KKKKKBK%
8\\ 17th Annual Sunset Junction Street Fair %
8% 8Qh

®s Come one, Come dl!!! Attend the 17th Annua Sunset Junction Street Fair from 3600 to 4400 Sunset §
\ Boulevard, in Silver Lake. The fair will be open from 10:00 am. to 11:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 22 and N\
10:00 am. to 10:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 23. The Sunset Junction Street Fair, the largest celebration of
culturd diversty in Los Angdes, will have carnivd rides, three stages with continuous entertainment, ethnic
dance, disco, children's entertainment, beer gardens, more than 120 food and arts and crafts booths,
community information tables, and morel

For more information, contact the Sunset Junction Neighborhood Alliance — PO Box 26565 Los Angeles
CA 90026 or call (323) 661-7771
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Community Calendar

17th Annual Sunset Junction Street Fair will be hedd on August 22 (10 am - 11 pm) and August 23 (10 am - 10
pm) in the 3600-4400 blocks of Sunset Blvd. (See Article on page 7).

The Second SLRA Block Party will be held in September (12th, 19th, or 26th —exact date and time to be set).
Watch for specid mailing from SLRA.

A kickoff party for the Gateway to Silver Lake 2000 will be held on October 4 at the Glendale Federal Bank

parking lot and community room (See article on page 6). Save this date so you can be part of the effort to improve
one important entrance to the Silver Lake community to reflect the pride we havein Silver Lake.
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